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Ms. Alessandra Biaggi

New York State Senator
34th District

3190 Riverdale Ave., Suite 2
Bronx, NY 10463

August 13, 2020

Dear Senator Biaggi:

The Detectives’ Endowment Association, Inc. — the labor union of 19,000 active
and retired New York Police Department Detectives — vehemently opposes your
proposed Senate Bill 8676, requiring Police Officers to carry personal liability
insurance, and mandating that the employer, in our case the City of New York,
pay for the base rate.

This proposal is absurd on so many levels, not the least of which is that it will
drive away any rational person from pursuing the profession of policing in New
York City. The NYPD already has a dwindling head count as Officers of all ranks
are retiring in record numbers. The large number of current retirements has been a
result of the passage of unworkable anti-police legislation recently passed in New
York State. Bill 8676 will further ensure there are no candidates for the next
Police Academy class, when and if the City ever starts hiring again. Policing is
not a career like medicine, which has promise of a high salary and a corporate
medical group to pay for liability insurance. Policing is a singular profession that
has a career trajectory which results in a very limited salary range, even after 20,
30, or 40 years of employment. Your bill is simply an unaffordable proposition
for the working class.

Furthermore, Officers routinely wind up with lawsuits filed against them by
criminals — not for their actions or misdeeds, but simply because of the
psychopathology of the career liars leveling the charges. Suing the police is
literally a cottage industry perpetuated by “ambulance chasing” attorneys and
unscrupulous criminals who know there is an instant pay day, because the City
throws money at them just to make their lawsuits disappear. Officers do not have
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the power to dictate that City lawyers stop dolling out settlements. An individual
Officer’s insurance premium will rise each time a City lawyer settles a case just to
make it vanish. This continues to punish an Officer financially for the
incompetence of the City’s lawyers, which seems to be the actual basis for this
ridiculous bill in the first place.

Additionally, since all other City workers are indemnified on the job, how could,
and why would, the State single out Police Officers for special abuse?
Firefighters, Emergency Medical Service workers, Sanitation workers, and
Correction Officers (just to name a few) all function under the basic premise that,
when lawfully carrying out their sworn duties, their employers will support and
back them. This is the basic agreement that every American worker, civil service
or not, deserves and expects from an employer. Why are you trying to erode one
of the last labor protections in America?

Ms. Biaggi, as the granddaughter of one of the most highly decorated Police
Officers in the history of New York City — and an Officer who was shot in the
line of duty, no less — you should be deeply ashamed of yourself. Your lack of
comprehension about the profession of policing is shocking and disturbing.

The late Mario Biaggi was a great friend to the DEA: both as a former cop and as
a politician. Personally, as a fellow member of the Columbia Association, he was
a very dear friend of mine. He would be flabbergasted by your attack on the
people, the profession, and the City he served so faithfully and loved so much.

I would be happy to discuss the flaws in this pandering and destructive assault on
policing. I can be reached at my office at (212) 587-1000. In the interim, I hope

you reconsider your proposed legislation.

Sincerely,

@ A%&W/D

Paul DiGiacomo
President
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