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The Hon. Alvin Bragg
Manhattan District Attorney
One Hogan Place

New York, NY 10013 September 18, 2023

Dear District Attorney Bragg:

On February 10, 2020, New York Police Department Detective Simon Laine was
the victim of a repulsive, disgusting, and dangerous assault while present at
Manhattan Central Booking to pick up a perpetrator wanted on a federal arrest
warrant. While Det. Laine was walking past the cell of another individual in
custody, that Defendant, Kenneth Paraison, threw a container of urine in Det.
Laine’s face, eyes, and mouth, and on his clothes.

Besides having to endure the indignity of such a vile attack, in the weeks and
months that followed, Det. Laine feared for his health, and underwent frequent
testing for various diseases, such as Hepatitis, Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome Coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), and other highly contagious illnesses
that, according to the National Institute of Health, can be spread through urine
contact. Thankfully, Det. Laine never tested positive for any of these diseases,
however the stress on Det. Laine was incalculable.

Shortly after the incident, Kenneth Paraison was arrested, arraigned, and
ultimately indicted on felony assault charges. Det. Laine testified in the Grand
Jury and cooperated in each and every aspect of the prosecution.

Incredibly, however, in the years after the assault, your office failed to move
forward in a timely manner with the continued prosecution, ultimately leading to
the charges against the Defendant being dismissed in April of 2023.

What is even more shocking, however, is that just several months after the
dismissal of these charges in New York County, Kenneth Paraison committed an
attempted murder in The Bronx. He has been indicted for this attempted murder:
the latest in a string of violent crimes this Defendant has visited upon the citizens
of this City. I shudder to think that the Defendant would not have been able to
commit this heinous crime had he been properly tried, convicted, and most likely
incarcerated for his bio-chemical assault on Det. Laine.

Det. Laine and his labor union — the Detectives’ Endowment Association, Inc.
— are justifiably outraged that the Manhattan D.A.’s Office permitted this matter
to be dismissed, and continue to turn a blind eye to violence perpetrated against
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the police. When a Detective — or any Police Officer — is the victim of a crime,
those crimes must be prosecuted vigorously by the District Attorney’s Office.

New York City Detectives risk their lives each and every day in order to keep our
City safe and ensure justice is pursued for the victims of crime. When they
themselves are the victims of a crime, especially a felony, the D.A’s Office has a
duty to do everything in its power to ensure justice is served. The absolute
disregard by the Manhattan A.D.A_s in this important matter sends a message to
criminals that there are no consequences for attacking Detectives and only invites
more violence against the police, as well as the citizens of this City. It also begs
the question: if the victim of the bio-chemical urine assault had been a member of
your staff, would you have ignored the case? I can say without a doubt that
Detectives would have vigorously investigated until justice was served, as they do
with every case to which they are assigned.

Sadly, the Manhattan D.A.’s Office failed not only Det. Laine, but all of New
York City in the dereliction of its duties in this case. We are calling on your office
to conduct a full investigation into the circumstances of how the dismissal of this
case occurred, and to develop a new system of checks and balances to ensure
something like this never happens again. Our members, and all the citizens of
New York, deserve nothing less than full prosecution of the crimes in their midst.
The DEA will also be lodging a complaint with the Attorney Grievance
Committee, as well as the New York State Attorney General’s Office Victims’
Rights Office, regarding the lack of a timely prosecution in this matter.

Because our first and foremost concern is always the health and safety of our
members, the Detectives’ Endowment Association, Inc. — and its membership of
18,000 active and retired Detectives of the City of New York — will be awaiting
the results of your investigation. We are deeply troubled by the lack of interest by
your office about this type of bio-chemical attack, especially coming off of an
international SARS pandemic that killed over one million Americans, including
eight of our active NYPD Detectives.

With Deep Concern,

Paul DiGiacomo
President
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